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Transcript: 
 

Hola,  

Welcome to SpanishforYourJob.com 

Today we will review a few Simple ways to express what you want in Spanish. 

Let´s get started. 

 

First, we will look at a simple tool to express yourself by using 2 basic verbs. 

 

To express that you want something, you can say: 

I want – Yo quiero 

 

For example, 

I want one – Yo quiero uno 

I want more – Yo quiero más 

I want water – Yo quiero agua 

 

One note: Although in conversational Spanish it is acceptable to remove the 

word “yo”, which means “I” from the phrase “yo quiero”, I recommend you say 

the full sentence in order to make things simpler in the beginning.  

 

Comentario [A1]:  This is very useful and it 

can be used in all sorts of situations. 

http://spanishforyourjob.com/blog/
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To express that you need something, you can say: 

I need – Yo necesito 

 

For example, 

I need that – Yo necesito eso 

I need more – Yo necesito más 

I need help – Yo necesito ayuda 

 

 

Now, let´s use “I want” (yo quiero) and “I need” (yo necesito) to talk about what 

you want to do or what you need to do by adding verbs that express actions 

after them. 

 

To express what you want to do, we will use the following basic structure:  

I want + a verb in infinitive,  

which is the simple unconjugated form or a verb, such as “to read” or “to talk” 

This is a very powerful tool because it will allow you to access many verbs in 

order to express what you want to do, without having to memorize many 

different conjugations.  

In other words, it´s much easier. 
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For example,  

I want to find - Yo quiero encontrar 

I want to buy - Yo quiero comprar 

I want to eat - Yo quiero comer 

 

Now, let´s learn a simple way to express what you need to do. 

For this, we will use a similar basic structure: 

I need + verb in infinitive  

 

 

For example,  

I need to find - Yo necesito encontrar 

I need to buy - Yo necesito comprar 

I need to eat - Yo necesito comer 
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Now that you have this basic structure to express that you want to do something 

or that you need to do something, you can add more to a sentence and talk 

about what it is you want or need to do. 

Things like,  

What you want to find  

Or what you need to buy. 

 

For example,  

I want to find the exit - Yo quiero encontrar la salida 

I want to buy a shirt - Yo quiero comprar una camisa 

I need to eat something - Yo necesito comer algo 

 

Now, let´s talk about how to express what you don´t want. 

A simple way to do it is to add the word “no” before “quiero” or “necesito” to 

communicate that you don´t want something or that you don´t need 

something. 

 

For example,  

I do not want to find an excuse - Yo no quiero encontrar una excusa 

I do not want to buy a computer - Yo no quiero comprar una computadora 

I do not need help - Yo no necesito ayuda 
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As we said before,  

Yo quiero (I want) and Yo necesito (I need) are powerful tools you can use to 

express basic needs and they will also allow you to access many different verbs 

easily so you can talk about what you want to do or what you need to do. 

 

Let´s review a few more examples: 

I want to talk with you – Yo quiero hablar contigo 

I want to go home – Yo quiero ir a casa 

I don´t want problems – Yo no quiero problemas 

I want to sleep more – Yo quiero dormir más 

I want to work less – Yo quiero trabajar menos 

I need to drink water – Yo necesito tomar agua 

I need to go to the bathroom – Yo necesito ir al baño 

I need to exercise – Yo necesito hacer ejercicio 

I need help with this – Yo necesito ayuda con esto 

I need to understand the problem – Yo necesito entender el problema 
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Let´s move on and talk about a few simple tools you can use to communicate 

with customers or coworkers in a respectful and professional way. 

 

If you want to ask a customer or a coworker to do something, you can say: 

Do this please - Haga esto por favor  

and show what you want that person to do. 

 

For example,  

If you are a nurse and you want a Spanish speaking patient to raise his arm, 

You can say “haga esto por favor” and show how you raise your arm so he or 

she can do the same. 

Later on, you will learn how to say “raise” and how to say “arm”,  

but for now, keep it simple. 

 

If you are a Dentist, and you want a patient to open his mouth, 

You can say “haga esto por favor” and show how you open your mouth 

 

If you are a parent, and one of your kids brings a Spanish speaking friend from 

School,  

and let’s say they are playing in the backyard and you want him to wash his 

hands so he can have a healthy snack,  
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you can say “por favor haga esto” and show the action of washing hands as 

you point to the kitchen sink.  

 

If you are a landscaping contractor, and you want to ask a Spanish speaking 

team member to water some plants,  

You can say “por favor haga esto” as you grab a hose and water a couple of 

plants. 

 

If you want to ask more than one person to do something,  

just add the letter “n” after “haga” to create the plural form. 

So you go from “haga esto” to “hagan esto” 

 

For example, 

If you are an elementary school teacher, and you want to ask a few Spanish 

speaking kids to draw a rectangle on a piece of paper using a crayon, 

You can say “hagan esto por favor” and draw a circle on the board, after that 

you can add “here” - “aquí” as you point to a piece of paper. 

If you want to ask them to use a crayon, you can add “with this” - “con esto” as 

you show them a crayon. 

It is simple, versatile, and it conveys the message. 
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One simple way to tell someone how you want them to do something is to use 

the equivalent in Spanish of “like this” which is “así”.  

This can often be used after you ask someone to do something using the phrase 

“haga esto.” 

 

For example,  

If you are a contractor and you want a Spanish speaking team member to paint 

a wall using a vertical hand motion instead of a horizontal technique. 

You can say “así” and show how you paint using an up and down technique. 

 

If you want to ask a customer or a coworker not to do something in particular, 

you can say: 

“No haga esto” (Don’t do this) and show them what you are talking about. 

 

For example,  

If you are a chef, and you see a Spanish speaking coworker cutting vegetables 

with a knife using an unsafe technique, you can say: 

Don’t do this – “No haga esto” 

After that, you can say “do this” - “haga esto” and show a better way to cut 

vegetables using the knife. 
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If you are an Elementary School Teacher and you see 2 kids fighting, you can 

say:  

“Don´t do this” - “No haga esto” as you use body language to express the act 

of fighting 

 

 

Now let´s move on to a different phrase. 

 

If you want to ask if the other person understands what you are saying. You can 

ask: 

Do you understand me? – ¿Me entiende? 

 

And they may say:  

Yes – Sí 

No – No 

 

To make sure they understand, you can ask them to show you what they 

understood by saying:  

“Muéstreme por favor” 

After asking the question “Do you understand me?” – ¿Me entiende? 
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For example,  

After showing someone how to paint a wall, if you want to make sure they 

understood; you can say:  

Do you understand me? Show me please – ¿Me entiende? Muéstreme por favor 

And watch how they paint the wall for 30 seconds to make sure you 

communicated the message effectively. 

 

You can also use “muéstreme” whenever you want to ask someone to show you 

something.  

For example, if you are a kindergarten teacher and one of your young students 

is saying there is a bird in the playground; you can say “muéstreme por favor” so 

he can take you and show you where it is. 

 

I hope you find these simple ways to express what you want in Spanish to be 

useful. 

Make an effort to use them at your job and take every opportunity you have to 

practice.  

Just smile, speak Spanish and have fun. It´s only a matter of practice. 

Would you like to learn additional phrases? Share them in the comments below 

this video so I can help. 

 

That´s all for today. 

See you next time, Hasta la próxima. 


