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Simple ways to ask questions and ask for help in Spanish

Transcript:

Hola,

Welcome to
Today we will learn simple ways to ask questions and ask for help in Spanish

Let’s get started.

One of the simplest ways to ask a question in Spanish is to add question marks to
a regular sentfence and make it sound like a question when you say if.

As a note, in Spanish you need to add an inverted question mark at the
beginning of a question as well.

Here is one example that uses this simple method:
First a regular sentence: “you are busy” - “t0 estds ocupado”

Now, if you add question marks and modify the intonation, you get a question
that may sound like this: 310 estds ocupado? - “are you busy?2”

Here are a few more examples:

“Johnis here” / *John estd aqui”

as a question it would be: John is here? — 3John estd aqui?
“There is a problem” / “Hay un problema”

as a question it would be: “Is there a problem?2” — “*Hay un problema?2”

Now, let’s review a few words that are commonly used to begin a question in
Spanish.
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What? - ;Qué?
First let's look at “qué”, the equivalent of the word “what” in Spanish.

“"Qué" is often used to ask about something in particular, such as:

What do you want? - ]gqué quiere?\ Comentario [M1]: Make sure you smile and
use a friendly tone as you use these phrases
to make things easier.

What is thisg - squé es esto?

As a suggestion, try to use a smile and a friendly tfone when asking questions in
Spanish. It willmake things much easier.

There are many different scenarios where “qué” can be used,
Today in particular, we will review a few structures that can be useful at work.

As a note, all the examples shown here use a formal and professional tone that
can be used to address customers or coworkers.

Let's look at the first set of examples:
What do you want? - 5Qué quiere?
What do you need? — 3Qué necesita?
What do you think?2 — s Qué piensa?
What is ite - 5Qué es?

What do you search for2 — sQué busca?
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These are all versatile phrases that can be used to ask different questions.

For example,
If we take the first question which is “what do you want?2” - “sQué quiere?2”

and we add a verb in infinitive, such as “to buy” - “comprar” or “to find" —
“encontrar”

We can ask many different questions depending on the circumstances.
A few examples include:

What do you want to buy? — sQué quiere comprar?

What do you want to find2 — 3Qué quiere encontrare

What do you want to do? — 3Qué quiere hacer?

What do you want to solve?2 — sQué quiere solucionar?

What do you want to eat? — 3Qué quiere comer?
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The equivalent of "what do you need?” in Spanish, "“5qué necesita2” can also
be used in a similar way to ask different questions.

Just add a verb in infinitive at the end.

Here are a few examples:

What do you need to learn? — 3Qué necesita aprender?
What do you need to know? - 3Qué necesita saber?
What do you need to find? — 3Qué necesita encontrar?
What do you need to see? — 3Qué necesita ver?

What you need to review? — 3Qué necesita revisar?

As we have seen, both “what do you wante” and "what you need?”

are versatile phrases that can be used to ask a wide variety of questions by
adding a verb in infinitive next to them.
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Now, let's look at “what do you think?2" - "5Qué piensa?2”
This phrase can be used in a similar way, but it is a little different.

If you add a verb in infinitive such as "to buy”, the phrase would go from "What
do you think2” to “what are you planning to buy?2”

A few more examples are:
What are you planning to eat? — 3Qué piensa comer?
What are you planning to visite — 3Qué piensa visitar?

What are you planning to say? — 3Qué piensa decire

Let's move onto the next question, the equivalent of “what is ite” — “squé ese”

This one is a little different, and it doesn’t work like the previous phrases we have
reviewed, but it can be very useful as well.

Let's look at a few examples:
What is ite — squé es eso?
What is thisg — 3qué es esto?

What is this place? — squé es este lugar?
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Now, let's look at the final sample question that uses “qué”

It is the one used in the phrase: 3qué busca?, a simple way to ask “what do you
search fore” or "what are you looking fore”

This phrase is highly versatile as well, because it can be used to ask many
different questions.

Let’s look at a few examples:

What do you search for2 — 3qué busca?
What happens? — 3qué pasa?

What do you eate — 3qué come?

What do you see? — 3qué ve?

What are you doing? - 3qué hace?

Let’s look at a shortcut to find the right conjugation for questions like these.

When you want to ask someone else about what he or she is doing using a
formal tone.

The shortcut is to remove the final “r'" from a verb in infinitive, which is the
unconjugated form of a verb.

In a majority of cases, this will give you the right conjugation for questions like the

ones shown in the previous examples.
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In the case of “what are you searching fore” — "squé busca?2”
The infinitive for “search” is "buscar”,

If you remove the “final r”, you get “busca”, which is the right conjugation to ask
the question "what are you searching for2" - “squé busca?2”

In the case of "*what happens?” The infinitive is “pasar.”

If you remove the “final r" you get “pasa”, which is the right conjugation to ask
the question “squé pasa?”

It is a similar case with “to eat”, *comer” and "come”, “to see”, “ver”’ and “ve”,
“to do”, “hacer” and "hace” as well as “to need”, “necesitar” and “necesita”

So, as we said, this shortcut will work most of the times.
But, what about the times when it doesn’t work 100%2
Well, I have got good news for you. In those cases, the person you are talking to

will be able to understand what you're saying because you will be very close to
the right answer.
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Let's look at a few examples:

If you want to ask “what do you want?2” in a formal way,

First you need the infinitive for "“to want” which is “querer.”

After that, following the shortcut we just mentioned,

remove the final “r" and you get “quere”, that is very close to the right
conjugation “quiere”, which will be easy to remember because both words are
very similar.

Let's look at another verb that follows this pattern.

The question “What do you thinke” uses the verb “pensar” and if you remove

the final “r" you get “pensa” which is very close to the right conjugation
“piensa”.

This shortcut will make things easier for you when asking questions that begin
with “qué”, which is the Spanish equivalent of the word “what” in English.
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Why? - ;Porqué?

It's time to look at the equivalent of "why?2" in Spanish, *sporqué?” which is
often used to talk about the reasons that cause something to happen.

Here are a few common questions that use “sporqué?”

Why? — spor qué?

Why did you do that2 — 3por qué hiciste eso?

Why is thate — spor qué es eso?

Why is it like that? — spor qué es asi?

Why is it closed? — gpor qué estd cerrado?

Why is it not ready? — spor qué no estd listo?2

The last two sentences, “why is it closed?2” and “why is it not ready?2” are very
useful because you can change the final words of each phrase to express many

different ideas.

For example, you can take “why is it closed?2” and replace the word "closed”
for other words.

Here are a few of them:
Why is it expensive? — sporqué estd caro?
Why is it heavy? — gporqué estd pesado?

Additionally, you can add the word "tan” to change “why is it expensive?2” —
“sporqué estd caro?” into “why is it so expensive?” - " sporqué estd tan caro?”
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Which? - ;Cudl? Mention “cuales”

Next, we will look at the equivalent of “which?2" in Spanish, the word “cudle”
which is used to suggest a choice when there is more than one option available.

Here are a few examples:
Which one do you like2 - 3cudl le gusta?
Which one do you prefere — scudl prefiere?

Which one is yourse — 3cudl es suyo?

Which car is yours2 — scudl lauto es suyo? Comentario [M2]:
If you are asking a question that requires
choosing more than one item, you will need
to use the plural form, which is “cudles”

For example:

Which are best ones?
3Cudles son los mejores?
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Who? - ;Quién?

Let’s look at the equivalent of *who", which is “quién” in Spanish.

It is often used to ask questions related to the person that performs an action.

Here are a few common questions that use “quién’:
Who? - 3quién?

Who is it2 — squién es?

Who are you? - gquién es usted? (formal)

Who are you looking for2 — sa quién busca?

Who did this2 - [squién hizo esto?,
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Comentario [M3]:

If you are asking a question about more
than one person; you will need to use the
plural form, which is “quiénes”

For example:

Who are they?2
2quiénes son?2

Comentario [M4]:
A few additional examples:

Who thinks that? — gquién piensa eso?
Who said that2 - zquién dijo eso?

Who is responsible2 — gquién es el
responsable?

Who is in charge? — squién estd a cargo?
Who made that decision? - zquién tomd
esa decision?
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How? - ;Como?

Now let’s look at the equivalent of “how™”, which is *cdmo” in Spanish, and it is
often used to ask questions related to the way in which something is done.

Here are a few common questions that use “coémo”:

How?2 - 3cémo?

How are you? — scémo estde

How may | help?2 - ;cdémo puedo ayudar?

How is your day going? — scémo va su dia?

How is that2 — scdmo es eso?

How do you do that?2 — scémo hace eso?

How do | doit? — scdémo hago eso?

How do you say this in Spanish? — scédmo se dice esto en Espanol?

How do you pronounce this in Spanish? — 3cémo se pronuncia esto en Espanol?

How do you spell this in Spanish? — scdmo se deletrea esto en Espanol?
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How much? / How many? - ;Cudnto?

Next, we will look at the equivalent of “how much” and “*how many” in Spanish,
which is “cudnto” and it is often used to ask questions related to the amount or
quantity of an item.

As a simplified general rule,

Whenever you use "how much” in English you will need to use “cudnto” in
Spanish,

And whenever you would say *how many”, you will need to use the plural form
“cudntos” in most cases.

Here are a few examples:

How much is there?2 — scudnto hay?

How many are there?2 — scudntos hay?

How much does it cost? — scudnto cuesta?

How many dollars do you need? — scudntos ddlares necesita?
How much work do you have? — scudnto trabagjo tiene?

How many challenges do you have? — scudntos retos tiene?
How many chairs do you need? — scudntas sillas necesita?

How many people are in the office? — gcudintas personas estdn en la oficina?
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Comentario [M5]:
If you ask a question about something that
is considered to be feminine,

such as “thirst” which is a feminine noun “la
sed”,

you need to change “cudnto” info its
feminine form, “cudnta.”

So, if you wanted to ask

“how thirsty are you?2"

or “how much thirst do you have?2”
you could say “scudnta sed tiene?2"

However, if you need to ask a question
about something that includes more than
one item you will need to use the plural
form, which is “cudntos”,

and if all the items are considered
feminine, for example, “the chairs” - “las
sillas”, you will need to use "“cudntas.”

An example can be:

“How many chairs do you need?2”
“scudntas sillas necesitase”
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When? - ;Cudando?
Let's move on to the equivalent of “when" in Spanish, which is "scudndo?2”

“sCudndo? is used to ask about the time in which an event will take place.

Here are a few common questions that use “scudndo?’:
When? - scudndo?

When is it2 — scudndo es?

When do you want ite — scudndo lo quiere?

When do you need it? — scudndo lo necesita?

When do you go there? - scudndo va ahi?

When are you going to buy it?2 - scudndo va a comprarlo?
When does that happen? - scudndo pasa eso?

When do you think thate — scudndo peinsa eso?

When you feel that way?2 — scudndo se siente asi2

When does it hurte — scudndo le duele?
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Comentario [M6]:

In Spanish, there are two verbs that mean
“to be" depending on the circumstances,
“ser” and "estar”.

In alarge majority of the cases when
“scudndo?” is used in conjunction with the
verb “to be", you will need to use the verb
“ser" in Spanish.

One example is the phrase:

When is the conference?
“scudndo es la conferencia?”
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Where? - ;Dénde?
Now, it's time to look at the equivalent of “where” in Spanish, “dénde.”

It is often used to talk about the place where something will happen.

A few common examples that use “dénde” are:
Where? — 3dénde?

Where is that? — sdénde es eso?

Where am 12 — 3dénde estoy?

Where are we? — 3ddnde estamos?

Where are the keys? — s3dénde estdn las llaves?

As a final note, | would like fo mention that a majority of the cases will require
you to use “estar” when asking questions with “where" because usually, they
refer to the ]Ioco‘rion \of something.
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Comentario [M7]:
A few more examples:

Where is the bathroom? — sdénde estd el
bano?

Where is the meeting? — 3dénde esla
junta?

Where can | buy it?2 — 3dénde puedo
comprar eso?

Where can | find it2 - sdénde puedo
enconfrar eso?

Where did you see it? — sdénde viste eso?

Comentario [M8]:

There is one important note related to the
verbs “ser” and "estar” which are the
equivalent of “to be” in Spanish, when using
the word "dénde.”

In a majority of the cases when you're
talking about where something is currently
located, you will use the verb “estar”
because it refers to a temporary location or
aplace.

A few examples are:
Where is the pencil2 — ;dénde estd el Idpize
Where are we? — ;dénde estamos?

On the other hand, when you want fo talk
about the location of an event you need to
use the verb “ser” because the location of
an event is considered part of the essential
characteristics of the event.

A couple of examples are:

Where is the meeting? — sdénde es la
junta?

Where is the conference? — sdonde es la
conferencia?

Don't worry too much about “ser” and
“estar.”

For now, just keep in mind that when you
ask questions using the word “where”

If you are talking about an event, you will
need to use “ser”, and when you ask about
the location of an object or person, you will
need to use "estar.” (..)
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Finally, let's look at a few phrases in Spanish that can be used to ask for help at
work or fo make things easier.

| need help — necesito ayuda

| don't speak Spanish very well - *no hablo espanol muy bien”

| don’t understand — no entiendo

Speak slower please — hable mds despacio por favor

Please answer with yes or no — Por favor responda con si 0 no

Can you help me please? — spuede ayudarme por favore

Can you show me how to do this? — spuede mostrarme cdmo hacer esto?
Can you explain this to me? — spuede explicarme esto?

Help me please — ayldeme por favor

Repeat that please — Repita eso por favor

How do you say this in Spanishg - “scdmo se dice esto en Espanol?
How do you pronounce this2 - 3Cémo se pronuncia esto?

How do | do that2 — 3cédmo hago eso?

What is the first step? — scudl es el primer paso?

What is the next step?2 — scudl es el siguiente paso?

What is nexte — 3qué sigue?

How?2 Show me please — scdmo?2 muéstreme por favor
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Now, | have a question for you.

What is your biggest challenge when it comes to learning Spanish?2

Please let me know in the comments section available below this video and
share your questions so | can help.

That's all for today,

See you next time. Hasta la préxima.
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